
Case Study 
 
CgMs Consulting – one of the largest independent planning consultancies in 
London 
 
CgMs Consulting was instructed by Taylor Wimpey South West Thames to 
undertake an archaeological desk-based assessment in order to quantify the 
archaeological risks and potential costs of a site in Guildford that they were in the 
process of purchasing. Outline planning permission had been granted with a 
condition requiring an archaeological trenching due to the site’s perceived 
potential for Roman remains. 
 
The Site: T&R Generators, Keen’s Lane, Guildford 
The site was a former industrial warehouse surrounded by tarmac hardstanding, 
therefore, the impact of former land uses on archaeological remains was not 
apparent without undertaking a map regression exercise as part of the desk-
based assessment. Utilising Ordnance Survey maps supplied by Envirocheck, 
CgMs were able to establish that: 
 
By 1915 the land immediately to the east was a brick and tile works with a brick 
pit extending up to the eastern boundary of the Taylor Wimpey site.  
 

 
 
1915 Ordnance Survey Map 
 
The 1934 Ordnance Survey map showed that at least half of the site had been 
subject to mineral extraction for the brick works.  
 

 
 
1934 Ordnance Survey Map 



Case Study 
 
The 1962 Ordnance Survey map demonstrated that the whole site had been 
subject to mineral extraction and the existing works buildings had been 
constructed within part of the former pit. 
 

 
 
1962 Ordnance Survey Map 
 
Recommendation 
 
By utilising the historic land use information held on the Envirocheck Ordnance 
Survey maps, CgMs were able to demonstrate that any archaeological remains 
that may have once been within the site had been destroyed by the pre and post 
WWII brick works. This enabled the archaeological condition of the outline 
planning permission to be discharged without having to undertake expensive 
archaeological evaluation trenching and delivered planning and financial certainty 
to Taylor Wimpey at an early stage of their project planning. 
 


